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Newly appointed Human Settlements in 
Mpumalanga MEC, Mr Speedy Mashilo 
wants to improve service delivery to 
communities. Quick after his deployment 
to the Department, he met with senior 
managers to map out a new way in order 
to expedite service delivery. During his 
address, MEC Mashilo emphasized 
that the Department must promote 
for an equitable spread opportunities 
to all contractors to avoid shoddy 
workmanship from incapable contractors. 

The meeting was meant at welcoming his 
sequel to the recent Cabinet reshuffle. 
“I need to know all those contractors 
who do not have capacity to deliver. We 
do not develop contractors, we deliver 
houses and infrastructure to our people,” 
charged Mashilo. He further explained 
that officials should not confuse what 

human settlements is but remember that 
it entails the building of adequate houses 
and creating habitable infrastructure for 
the people of the province. “Contractors 
do not deliver houses, but we do. Their 
interest is in making profit,” he charged.

The MEC warned sternly against the 
illegal allocation of government low cost 
houses to people who do not deserve 
them and maintained that this should 
be checked thoroughly to bring an 
end to it. He said, “Houses have been 
built but given to wrong beneficiaries. 
Such negligence cannot be tolerated.” 
In his conclusion, Mashilo mentioned 
that human settlements is key in 
service delivery and while he was still 
at the local government level he was 
at the receiving end of these houses. 
“Today I am entrusted with the 

responsibility to deliver these houses 
to local municipalities. Therefore, 
we need to keep close working 
relations with local municipalities.” 

MEC Mashilo brings an impeccable 
record in local government as he was 
an Executive Mayor for the financially 
sound Nkangala District Municipality in 
the last few years. After relinquishing 
his position as a Mayor he was sworn 
in at the legislature where he served in 
various committees. He replaces former 
MEC Ms Violet Siwela who has since 
been redeployed to the Deputy Speaker 
in the Provincial Legislature. Siwela 
held the human settlements portfolio 
for two years and before that she was 
in Agriculture, Rural Development, 
Land and Environmental Affairs. 

Welcome to yet another exciting 
instalment of our external newsletter. 
We are excited to bring you the most 
topical and enlightening news which 
emanated from our various events 
as the Department embarked on its 
commitment to deliver on sustainable 
integrated human settlements across 
the province. This quarter has been 
enveloped with a number of events and 
the overwhelming hype leading to the 
elections of a new local government 

leadership with the prospect to create a 
better and sustainable existence of all 
people in the province and country. We 
give credit to all and sundry who went out 
in their numbers to exercise their right to 
vote. Indeed the power to see a better 
and much progressive South Africa lays 
in your hands with the right decisions you 
can make.  The Department is pleased to 
announce the arrival of newly-appointed 
MEC, Mr speedy Mashilo who has joined 
the Department from the provincial 
legislature. 

Mr Mashilo boasts a huge political 
background and had served in numerous 
local government positions before 
joining the legislature. His apparent 
aspirations in the human settlements 
environment were long comprehended 
back then when he was at some stage 
the Executive Mayor of Nkangala District 
Municipality, where he had much of 
the interest of the needy at heart. This 
however, could certainly be realized 
during his first meeting when he urged 
for a concentrated commitment from his 
senior employees in the Department 
to work diligently in order to achieve 

the mandate of the Department and 
fight persistently to abolish informal 
settlements in the province. With this 
conceivable view, it is with no doubt 
that the housing backlog could be better 
tackled.

Recently the Department once again 
honoured its stakeholders who played 
a pivotal role to ensure that we deliver 
on our mandate as far as integrated 
human settlements are concerned.  The 
prestigious Govan Mbeki Awards are 
aimed at recognising key role players 
who have contributed substantially to 
government’s endeavours of housing the 
needy within integrated and sustainable 
communities. These include, amongst 
others, developers, building contractors, 
banking sectors, building material 
suppliers, professional associations, 
contractors, media houses, and 
business partners. We are happy for all 
the winners and hope that this will go a 
long way to encourage all role players to 
double their efforts.

Enjoy your happy read!
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Two elderly women who have lived 
in shacks for most of their lives 
finally received new fully furnished 
houses and household essentials 
in Sakhile, Extension 21 in Lekwa 
Local Municipality, Mpumalanga. 
Human Settlements MEC, Speedy 
Mashilo visited the families during 
his meeting with the community.

Ms Puleng Nkosi (66), a single parent 
of four children who all depend on her 
old age pension and Martha Nkabinde 
(62), were handed keys to their new 
government low cost houses. Nkosi 
who lived in a shack with her children 
for a long time was overjoyed when 
she received her fully furnished house. 

“If I had wings I was going to fly 
higher since that’s how I am excited, 
my prayers have been answered. As 
you all know that this area is very 
cold and it was very hard to sleep in 
that shack, thanks to the department 
for my house,” said  joyous Nkosi.

Later in the day, MEC Mashilo and 
Executive Mayor, Linda Dlamini 
proceeded to a community meeting 
where they had the opportunity to 
engage with the MEC and raise their 
concerns regarding their settlements 
and the occupied houses in extension 
8. “We can’t move to extension 8 
because there is no proper sewer and 
water, please can our government 

prioritise us and assist us because 
the condition we are living in now is 
not good” said Goodman Mhlongo 
one of the community members. 
The municipality initiated the project 
in 2013 to develop 300 hectors into 
an integrated residential development 
programme. The Provincial Human 
Settlements Department has set 
aside R3 million to assist the Lekwa 
Local Municipality to provide water 
and sewer infrastructure to mitigate 
challenges affecting the project. 

The project is to deliver about 2000 
government low cost houses (RDPs), 
2000 bonded units for middle-income 
earners, regional shopping mall and two 
filling stations. It was to further provide 
five schools, clinic and a community 
center. The required services include 
water purification plan, sewer pump 
stations, bulk electricity and electricity 
connections. The Department and 
the municipality through its Municipal 
Infrastructure Grant (MIG) will 
jointly fund these interventions.
 
The project has to date delivered 
500 low cost houses with a budget 
of R51 million and installed internal 
engineering services at R22 million. 
MEC Speedy Mashilo has held meetings 
with the municipality, contractor 
and CoGTA to develop a clear on 
how to expedite the interventions. 
Addressing the community on this 
project, Mashilo indicated that, 
“all stakeholders have conceded 
that there are challenges that are 
affecting the project and an immediate 
solution has since been identified”. 

The Department’s commitment to 
eradicate inadequate infrastructure, 
poor access to basic services, 
unsuitable environments, uncontrolled 
and unhealthy population particularly 
in the Gert Sibande and Nkangala 
District Municipalities where 
majority of job seekers move to. 
The Department has R1.3 billion to 
construct 8 620 houses, service 7 466 
stands/sites, deliver 100 Community 
Residential Units, 6 community halls 
and childcare centers in the Province 
during the 2016/17 financial year.

TWO ELDERLY CITIZENS CELEBRATE THEIR NEW HOUSES

STUNNED: Ms Puleng Nkosi excited to receive a new house from MEC Speedy Mashilo 
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FLISP OPENS DOORS FOR FIRST TIME HOUSE BUYERS

MANDELA CAMPAIGN WELL CELEBRATED
The Department started this year ’s 
celebration for Madiba month at 
eMalahleni Municipality with a symbolic 
construction and painting of houses 
at KwaGuqa Ext 11 on 18 July 2016. A 
collaboration between the Department 
and the eMalahleni Housing Company 
realized a donation of 1000 blankets 
to needy households and welfare 
organisations in the municipality. 

The United Nations (2009)  declared 
18th July as an annual International 
Mandela Day celebration, that seeks 
to entrench and promote the legacy, 
values and principles of former 
President, Dr. Nelson Mandela, and 
encourages society to undertake 
civic duty. On this day, people are 

encouraged to dedicate 67 minutes 
of their time to make a difference in 
other people’s lives. The Department 
continued with the campaign to 
Wesselton, Msukaligwa and Mzinti, 
Nkomazi Local Municipalities.
Activities of the day unfolded with 
then MEC Violet Siwela and Nkomazi 
Local Municipality Executive Mayor, 
Cllr Thulisile Khoza leading all 
participants paint the houses of 
Mr Elijah Sihlangu and that of a 
72-year old Ms Ressa Nkomo.

They made grocery donations and 
planted vegetable seeds at these 
households. MEC Siwela reminded the 
participants of the great work Madiba 
has done for the country and globally. 

“Madiba was selfless in his work and 
stood for humanity”, she quipped. 
Contractor, Mr. Michael Nesane, 
expressed happiness when he saw 
the beneficiaries ushered into their 
long awaited houses. “I have never felt 
so much good in my life. To see such 
happy faces it really brings joy to my 
heart. To this day, my company has 
been able to give back to 86 families 
in the form of donating furniture and 
some food parcels. I am excited and 
wish our communities can adopt the 
culture of giving out to the needy.”

An 86-year old, Emma Mkhatswa 
who lived in a one-room house was 
excited to be led into her new fully 
furnished house that was donated 

The Financial Linked Individual Subsidy 
(FLISP) is a housing subsidy programme 
which was introduced more than three 
years ago by the Department of Human 
Settlements. It is specifically designed 
for middle income earners, often referred 
to as the gap market to assist those who 
earn just enough not to qualify for a 
low cost housing from government and 
too little to qualify for a home loan from 
financial institutions, thus improving their 
buying power of becoming homeowners.

Although the programme has helped 
some people, others have not been able to 
be assisted because of their pre-existing 
debts therefore they struggle to access 
housing finance. This means in order to 
increase the number of people benefiting 
from this programme, many must 
consider sorting out their finances and 
they will be proud owners of new homes.

According to Strategic Housing Support 
the actual delivery numbers on FLISP 
subsidies for the financial year 2015/2016 
is that 27 applications were approved 
and allocated in the province. Adding up 
this financial year 2016/2017 from April 
to August, an actual number of FLISP 
subsidies applications approved and 
allocated are so far 18. Beneficiaries who 
are now proudly owners expressed their 

joy during an interview with Tasekhaya. 
Ms Charlene Masuku bought her newly 
built house for R 445 000.00 at Karino 
Lifestyle Estate in Karino, Mbombela 
and the Department assisted her with 
R35 00.00 subsidy. “It took a year for 
my things to be finalized and some 
of my colleagues did no longer have 
faith if my house was approved. When 
it was finally processed everyone 
was overjoyed and I am prepared 
to spread the word to other people 
about FLISP” pronounced Ms Masuku.

Ms Mkhobo expressed gratitude to the 
Department for making her a proud 
owner of a house at Karino Lifestyle 
Estate. “I work at a real estate agency 
and I sell houses to people my fear was 
what if I do not qualify like my clients. It 
was a different case with me because 
the Department gave me a subsidy of 
R 82 000, 00”, articulated Ms Mkhobo. 

Like other programmes FLISP has its own 
qualification criteria and applicants must 
be earning (single/combined) R 3 500 
- R 15 000 a month. In order to qualify 
you must be a South African citizen with 
valid ID, permanent resident with valid 
permit, over 18 years and be legally 
competent and has never previously 
been a recipient of any other government 

housing subsidy. Applicants must secure 
an Approval in Principle of a Home Loan 
from a financial institution and find a 
property that is within their affordability 
in formal towns where transfer of 
ownership and registration of mortgage 
bond can be recorded in Deeds Office.

Amongst other beneficiaries is Ms Linah 
Mawela from Sabie. She purchased a pre-
owned house for R 290 000.00 and was 
eligible for an amount of R 552 70.00 and 
there were no transfer fees. “This is such 
a relief compared to the rent we used to 
pay over the past ten years. My monthly 
instalments are reduced because of the 
subsidy, if it was not for it we were not 
going to survive” stated Ms Mawela.

Furthermore, FLISP enables qualifying 
beneficiaries to reduce the size of the 
initial mortgage and use it as deposit and 
be able to make monthly repayments 
more affordable. Additionally it may 
be used to buy several types of 
property which includes: pre owned, 
newly built home or a vacant stand 
and both must be registered with the 
National Home Builders Registration 
Council (NHBRC). The once off fee 
subsidy amount from government 
is between R20 000 to R87 000 
depending on the applicants salary. 
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Greetings and welcome to the final 
instalment of the 4th quarter external 
newsletter. It has indeed been a good 
period with great activities that helped 
us to swiftly respond to the needs and 
expectations of the people. Although 
this could not have happened at once 
and reached every one that sorely 

expected service, we are pleased with 
the difference the Department has 
made and the pace at which is moving 
in bringing change to of people. 
Despite the slightest drop in the 
2015 matric results that has seen the 
province attaining 78.6% pass rate, 
it is appropriate to acknowledge the 

impressive efforts by all our public 
representatives for making time to 
visit all our schools in the regions and 
relentlessly encourage the learners to 
focus on their course – learning and 
studying. We never would have done 
it best as a province without their 
interventions. 

MAKING A DIFFERENCE: Ms Nomalanga Mabuza doing her part of 67 minutes during the Mandela Day Campaign

by one of the contractors. Mkhatswa 
who survives on her pension fund 
said that it had never occurred to 
her that she wil l one day ever l ive 
in a descent house. “I am excited 
to be among the beneficiaries. I 
have been longing for a moment 
l ike this for years now, thanks God 
today you came to me. I thank the 
good teachings and the spirit of 
Ubuntu Tata Mandela taught you”, 
exclaimed the excited Mkhatswa.

The pensioner who never thought 
she could ever own a descent house 
told MEC Violet Siwela that though it 
took a bit of t ime for her to receive 
her house there was always hope 
that one day the situation shall 
change. “I am excited to be among 
the beneficiaries today. I have been 
longing for a moment l ike this for 
years and I am thankful for what 
every one of you have done for me 
today. I am happy,” she said excitedly.

MEC Siwela reminded the participants 
of the great work Madiba did for 
the country and the world. “Madiba 
was selfless in his work and stood 
for humanity. Let us work tirelessly 
to uphold his good works for an 
everlasting legacy,” she said. Other 
activit ies that took place during the 
period were painting of houses in 

the Nkomazi Local Municipality as 
well as the planting of vegetable 
seedlings for Ms Ressa Nkomo.
In Msukaligwa Local Municipality, 
two elderly women who have lived 
in shacks for most of their l ives 
were amongst 50 beneficiaries 
who received new fully furnished 
houses and household essentials 
in Khayelihle, Wesselton Extension 
11 in the municipality during the 
campaign. The families were visited 
as they witnessed symbolic painting 
and handing over of low cost housing 
project as the Department continued 
with the Mandela Day Campaign. 

Ms Diana Zulu (65), a single parent 
of six children who all depend on her 
old age pension and Sophie Nkosi 
(77), were handed keys to their new 
government low cost houses. Zulu 
who lived in a shack with her children 
for a long time was overjoyed when 
she received her fully furnished 
house. “If I had wings I was going to fly 
higher since that’s how I am excited, 
my prayers have been answered. 

As you all know that this area is very 
cold and it was hard to sleep in that 
shack, thanks to the department for my 
house,” said Zulu with a joyful smile.
Two contractors donated furniture and 
household essentials to the families. 

“I am so humbled to see these elderly 
women so excited and I want to 
encourage all contractors to plough 
back to the communities we build for, 
and make a difference in their l ives. 
Let’s work together with government 
to fight poverty,” said Ms Lindiwe 
Warinda of DR Bongani Investments.

Later in the day, 1000 blankets were 
handed over to elderly and people 
l iving with disabil ity at Thuthukani 
Welfare Centre. Service providers 
made this gesture through donations 
as the Department is not only 
focusing on building houses for 
beneficiaries, but also making sure 
that they feel safe and important 
in society. The Department spent 
over R5 mill ion in completing the 
50 units delivered through the 
Integrated Residential Development 
Programme (IRDP) for the community.

The 18th July was declared by 
the United Nations (2009) as an 
annual international Mandela Day 
celebration, seeks to entrench 
and promote the legacy, values 
and principles of Dr. Nelson 
Mandela, and encourages society 
to undertake civic duty. On this day, 
people are encouraged to dedicate 
67 minutes of their t ime to make 
difference in other people’s l ives. 
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EXCEPTIONAL WORK IN CONSTRUCTION HONOURED

If Mpumalanga Human Settlements 
MEC, Speedy Mashilo could have 
his way, the delivery of shoddy 
work, illegal occupation of houses 
and land will soon be history.  The 
Department has over the years 
been inundated with numerous 
concerns around these dishonest 
activities bedevilling communities. 
MEC Mashilo told a gathering of 
stakeholders during the Department’s 
annual Govan Mbeki Awards held at 
the City of Mbombela in September. 

The 2006 initiated awards honour 
exceptional performance by 
stakeholders and contractors 
who made significant contribution 
and performed well to assist 
government to deliver sustainable 
integrated human settlements in the 
province. Mashilo indicated that the 
Constitution of the Republic did not 
imply that people should illegally 
invade properties they did not own 
when it said there shall be houses 
for all.  “We cannot allow for such 

to happen. Everyone that is found 
illegally occupying these houses will 
be evicted to allow the rightful owner 
their freedom to own their house.”

Mashilo admitted that despite 
grappling with the unavailability 
of land, the Department is more 
than ready to build where there 
are serviced sites with proper 
installations for viable infrastructure. 
He said, “We will set up a meeting 
with our traditional leaders for a 
possible solution as to how we can get 
portions of land. We must remember 
that not everyone is expecting us to 
build for them. People need land so 
that they can put up their desired 
structures and there are those of 
course who want RDP houses.”
He further emphasized that the 
ceremony was not happening as a 
result of compliance but to ensure that 
good work be promoted to encourage 
those that are fighting tooth and nail 
to better the lives of the people of 
Mpumalanga. Meanwhile Head of 

Human Settlements, Mr Kebone 
Masange reminded contractors to 
take their work serious and visit the 
sites. “We still have contractors who 
do not know where their projects 
are. All because they depended on 
their sub-contractors, that cannot 
be tolerated in the Department. 
We need you to take responsibility 
and be able to report about your 
work when asked to do so.” 

Notable winners include Sihle 
Developers & Plan Hire for IRDP, 
XJR Construction for Informal 
Settlements Upgrading, Best Social 
Institution is Emalahleni Housing 
Company, Women Contractor is Delu 
Trading CC, Rural Housing Project 
is Dwarsloop Primary Cooperative 
Limited, Farm Residence Project 
is Lumfo Trading CC, and Youth 
Contractor is Ngani Project CC. These 
contractors will represent the province 
at the national awards ceremony to 
be held at Durban ICC, Kwa-Zulu 
Natal later this year (November). 

GOVAN MBEKI AWARD WINNERS 2016

Best Rural Contractors 
1. Dwarsloop Primary Cooperative  
    Limited
2. Nwamenchisi Agricultural 
    Co-Operative
3. Ndzalama Project Engineering

Best Informal Settlements 
Upgrading Contractors
1. XJR Construction
2. DR Bongani Investments 066 Cc
3. Chachulani Joint Venture

Best Farm Residence Contractor 
1. Lumfo Trading CC

Best Women Contractors
1. Delu Trading CC
2. Vertiflex 
3. Maphoyisa Construction and   
    Accommodation

Best Youth Contractors
1. Ngani Project CC
2. Matletle Bravosat 180 JV
3. Elezulu Construction

Best-Integrated Residential 
Development Programme
1. Sihle Property Developers &  
    Plant Hire
2. Basadi Civic Construction
Best Social Housing Programme
1. Emalahleni Housing Company

Best Non-Subsidy Sector
1. Hurd Rock Builders
2. Atzopath (Pty) Ltd
3. Beckers Bouaannemer (EDMS)  
    BPK

Most Beautified, Clean and 
Enhanced Project
1. Emalahleni Housing Company

MEC’S MERIT AWARDS:
(NB: These are not winners, but 
merit award recepients therefore 
a sequence as in winners is not 
relevant.)

Best Emerging Contractor
- Zemangce 
- Sukuyimani 
- Palconi Projects

Best Military Veterans Contractors
- Imagagane Construction
- Mathayela 
- GS Fencing

Best Conveyancers
- MT Silinda & Associates
- Singwane & Partners   
 Attorneys
- SJ Thobela Attorneys
 
Supporting Media House 
(Electronic)
- SABC News 
 (Letiphum’ eMbiteni)
- Rise FM News Team
- Radio Bushbuckridge 
 (News Team)

Supporting Media House (Print)
-  Mr. Bongani Mthimunye    
 (Daily Sun)
-  Ms. Beatrice Shongwe    
    (African Eye News Service)
-  Ms. Phumla Nkalanga     
   (Mpumalanga News)
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AWARDS 2016
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CUBANS TO PROVIDE TECHNICAL SUPPORT
The delivery of quality projects 
has received a major boost as the 
Department of Human Settlements 
welcomed a team of 14 Technical 
Advisors from Cuba who are expected 
to assist in building of sustainable 
housing and other projects in various 
parts of the province. Their arrival is 
the strengthening of the Cuba-South 
Africa bi-lateral relations entered 
into by the two countries in 1996 to 
cooperate in the fields of economy, 
science, technical and commercial. 

The Department joined the programme 
in 2002, which focuses on technical 
support, quality control skills transfer, 
and project management, among 
others.  Former MEC Violet Siwela 
who indicated that the involvement 
of the Cuban nationals would not 
only heighten the relationship of the 
two countries, but also bring impetus 
in ensuring that the Department 
delivers flawless services to the 
province led the official welcoming.

“It is critical to express that 
our relationship with Cuba will 
undoubtedly deepen efforts to 
ensure improved service delivery 
not only in human settlements but 

across the board. We recruited the 
Cubans because of their quality skill 
which they have and our challenge in 
that regard as this country, charged 
Siwela.

The Cuban-South Africa relationship 
has grown into a collective 
ideological basis of struggle and 
social development that increasingly 
incorporates aspects of economics 
and health hence other disciplines 
such as medicine are being explored 
by Mpumalanga students in Cuba. 
This saw the beginning of a bilateral 
partnership that had expanded to 
other areas, like public works, water 
and sanitation, art and culture and 
professional training in Cuba among 
others.

Cuban Programme Coordinator, 
Mr Louis Cantero highlighted that 
their engineers and architects 
working in South Africa, especially 
in Mpumalanga, have had a 
wonderful experience working in 
the communities and that it has 
never been difficult to adapt to the 
working conditions: “It has been a 
lovely experience doing what we 
do best in Cuba. We appreciate 

being given the opportunity to work 
with our colleagues here in South 
Africa and sharing our knowledge 
and experiences with them,” he 
said.  Recently, Statistician General, 
Dr Pali Lehotla indicated that the 
provincial government has done 
extremely well in the eradication of 
shacks, which has declined from 
14.5 percent in 2006 to 10.9 percent 
in 2016. Though informal dwellings 
have proved to be difficult across 
the country but Mpumalanga has 
made significant strides in that 
regard registering an improved 84% 
of formal dwellings and battling with 
only 10.9% of informal dwelling.

Siwela confirmed that the Department 
is confident that these services 
will be of great benefit to the 
Mpumalanga community and country 
at large as it is expected to heighten 
the development of integrated 
human settlements. “We don’t want 
short cuts, we want to build decent 
and quality houses for our people,” 
concluded Siwela who subsequently 
wished the Cubans a lovely time in 
the country and said that she was 
looking forward to a fruitful and 
enlightening working relationship. 

WARM WELCOME: Technical Advisors from Cuba during their recent welcoming ceremony to the Province (Department).  


